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Masanori SUZUKI, Masae WAKO, Miki KIKUCHI, Nobuko MINATO, Shuji KONDO, Hiroyasu
AKUTO, Hidemi SHIBAHARA
A brief history of the Saitama Academic Library Association (SALA) and its prospects for the future

Abstract : Saitama Academic Library Association (SALA) is a regional consortia for Saitama prefecture.
The members consist of academic libraries from universities and junior colleges and so on. SALA was
established in 1988, and now consists of 47 institutions. It was founded with the aim of boosting inter-library
cooperation, but current activities also include offering workshops, publishing a newsletter, operating the
website, building a shared repository, initiating consortial purchasing, and participating in a “Saitama
Prefectural Library Fair (Toshokan to Kenmin no Tsudoi)”. This paper provides an overview of the various
activities undertaken and the authors consider what is the driving force that makes the organization so
active.

Keywords : Saitama Academic Library Association / SALA / regional associations / consortia / inter-
library cooperation



