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Globalization of Small and Medium-sized Enterprises
and the Role of the Japanese Chamber
of Commerce Abroad:
The Case of the Small and Medium-sized
Enterprises Committee of JACTIM

Sumiko Kawabe

Abstract

Following globalization, Japanese small and medium-sized enterprises are rapidly
expanding their foreign direct investment in Asian countries. As a consequence, those
Japanese companies and Asian governments must cope with promoting policies to develop
local small and medium-sized enterprises and solve problems occurring between them.

This study analyzes the role of the Small and Medium-sized Enterprises Committee of
JACTIM through its activities in two stages under VDP and ILP. The roles of the commit-
tee are: (1) JACTIM big member companies provide support to small and medium-sized
member companies through activities of the committee; (2) Both JACTIM big and small
and medium-sized member companies try to influence governmental policies regarding the
development of local small and medium-sized enterprises by giving suggestions; (3) The
Malaysian government has been making use of Japanese member companies of JACTIM;
and (4) The Japanese Chamber of Commerce abroad can provide support not only to
Japanese but also ASEAN small and medium-sized enterprises through the ASEAN Japa-
nese Chamber of Commerce Association.

Keywords: globalization, Japanese Chamber of Commerce abroad, VDP, ILP, JACTIM Small and

Medium-sized Enterprises Committee



