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An Essay on the Career Education:

From the Relations with “Women’s Career”

Rieko Yamaguchi

Abstract

This essay is to survey early literatures both in the general career education and in the
field of “women’s career,” and examine the course of “women’s career education.” The
career education has been started by governmental initiative since 1990, with the increas-
ing number of young generations who are not employed. The younger generation means
mainly male youths in the promotion of the career education, and there is a stereotype for
males that they should engage in a paid work as a man in it. The career education based
on such stereotype tends to stress on youths’ development of occupational attitude with-
out questioning the structural problems in society and companies. Thus, it may lead to
shift the responsibility onto individual issues, such as personal motivation.

Although a lot of measures in the field of “women’s career” have been largely initiated
and promoted by the Cabinet Office, grassroots activities by women as well as discussions
in women’s/gender studies were accumulated before governmental movement. However,
scholars in this field have persisted in arguments that women face in the workplace, or
recognition of the status quo of women. Therefore, it is not clear how women could resolve
such issues specifically. In addition, this field includes women under various situations, so
the subjects are not consistent neither systematized as the “women’s career education.”

In this paper, I propose the necessity for relating the career education with the field of
“women’s career,” using the concept of ‘resistance’ and ‘adapt’ by Yuki Honda, Ph.D in

education as well as an expert of employment issues on the younger generation.

Keywords: “women’s career,” career education, ‘resistance’ and ‘adapt,” and gender



