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About Higher Education Achievement Report ‘HEAR’
with Abridged Translation
of Burgess Steering Group Report
and Implementation Steering Group Report

Tomomi Saeki, Asahiro Arai, Rumiko Kurita,
Motoo Kusano and Yozo Miyadera

Abstract

The aim of this paper is to survey HEAR’s contents and its process of development and
implementation. HEAR is a new style report for students, which gives to all students
entering higher education institutes in 2012/2013 and onwards in UK (England, Wales and
North Ireland). Concretely, this paper surveyed DfES’ 2003 White Paper which started the
exploration of a new style student report and so-called Burgess Reports which Professor
Burgess led Scoping group, Steering Group and Implementation Steering Group made.
Abridged translation of Steering Group Report and Implementation Steering Group Report
was prepared.

The survey produced three findings. First, it spent about a decade to develop HEAR.
Possible reasons of this long duration for development of HEAR are people’s strong trust
towards traditional ‘honours degree classification system’, UK culture which values its
tradition and their way of doing, and appearance of ‘UK-style democracy’. Secondly, al-
though HEAR follows the characteristics and form of Diploma Supplement, it focuses less
on Pan-Europe cooperation which Diploma Supplement aims, while it focuses more on
satisfying within country’s needs. This might be because UK students have strong inter-
ests in seeking jobs within the country while their interests in studying abroad are com-
paratively weak. Thirdly, it will be expected to continue to develop Personal Development

Planning and evaluate its effects, in terms of connection with HEAR.

Keywords: HEAR, Burgess Reports, Diploma Supplement, honours degree classification system, PDP





