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Effects of Internet Election Campaigns
on Public Political Participation

Chisako Tsuji, Shunichi Tsuji and Shoichi Watanabe

Abstract

This paper examines, from the viewpoints of the technological innovation of the
means of communication and the sophistication of election campaigns, whether it is possi-
ble for Internet election campaigns of some candidates for the 23rd Upper House Election
and other forms of current internet communication to impact public political participation
in the future.

First, the paper reviews the history of changes in the election system of post-war
Japan and outlines the key points of the current revision of the Public Office Election Law.
Then, it introduces examples of Internet election campaigns in the United States and dis-
cusses their implications, referring to preceding studies. As the result of this review, the
paper presents four important findings. (1) The introduction of the Internet marketing
method used during the period of an election campaign can to some degree influence the
number of votes obtained. (2) The Internet marketing method can engage individual
voters who are difficult to approach through conventional organizational election cam-
paign methods. (3) During the 23rd Upper House Election, political parties used the
Internet marketing method in the short term, not just in the medium and long terms as
they previously had; thereby, a new, basic form of election tactics to win votes began to be
established. (4) In the future, political parties and candidates will expect their messages
to draw attention from voters and be favorably shared by them, and will optimize the
“waves” of the “feeling of being connected” between candidates and voters, both in short

term, and the medium and long terms, in the days leading to the election.

Keywords: Internet Communication, Revision of the Public Offices Election Act, Internet Election

Campaigns, IT marketing, Intermediate organizations





