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Relationship between the Changes in the Industrial
and Occupational Structures in Japan and Information Education
in Japanese Junior and Senior High Schools
in an Information Society

Chisako Tsuji and Shoichi Watanabe

Abstract

The present study investigated the changes in the industrial structure, the occupa-
tional structure, and the types of jobs available in Japan after World War II. It also consid-
ered the history and content of information education in Japanese junior and senior high
schools. The results obtained in this study can be summarized as follows: (1)Regarding
the industrial structure of Japan, tertiary industries became dominant in the gross domes-
tic product, in terms of the added value amount and the composition ratio of employees by
industry. As a result, the number of employees in the manufacturing sector decreased,
and the number of employees in the service sector increased after 1990. (2)Regarding the
types of jobs available, some occupations disappeared as new ones appeared, due to the
advancement of information technology. Under such circumstances, the most noticeable
point is that, since some manual procedures were replaced with computers, some occupa-
tions cannot be defined using conventional industrial classifications. (3)Information edu-
cation in Japan began in the early 1990s. At present, the principal objectives of
information education are to cultivate students’ ability to utilize information and to teach
morality under the Course of Study, which was published in 2008 and 2009. The ability to
use a computer is now regarded as one of students’ most basic and essential scholastic
abilities in the compulsory education system, yet the conventional framework of informa-

tion education has been unable to cope sufficiently with society’s computerization.

Keywords: Information society, Industrial and occupational structures. Information education,

Schoolbooks in Japanese junior and senior high schools





