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A Hypothesis on the History of Local Hero

About the changes of their concepts and activities

Ryota Ishii

Abstract

One type of regional character, the “Local Hero” has historically been developed since
the 1980s. I analyzed how the various elements of the Local Hero, such as title, stage per-
formance, and way of presenting local color, appeared and developed through time. In
doing so, I came to think that these features were first born in the stage versions of the
heroes of major television productions, in independent movies, and in cosplay related
activities. By the early 2000s, Local Hero performance that connects to the modern phe-
nomenon emerged. Then, in line with the rapid increase in their numbers, the second half
of the 2000s saw a diversification of the form, with examples that challenged the concept

that had been prevalent to that point emerging, a phenomenon that continues to this day.

Keywords: Local Hero, History, Concept, Activity





