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An Outline of My Number Ordinances and Policy

as implemented by Local Authorities:
A Comparison between Tokyo and Kanagawa Prefectures

Hidekazu OKEMOTO and Yuta HIRAMATSU

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to clarify policy regarding the implement of My Number (“Individual
Number”) and related policy by local authorities. The authors examined the relationship between My
Number Ordinances as implemented by two local authorities (Tokyo and Kanagawa) and the law (“the
Act on the Use of Numbers to Identify a Specific Individual in the Administrative Procedures”). They
also examined the composition of the ordinances, and investigated the processes under which they were
enacted.

The results of can be summarized as follows; First, the establishment of a new ordinance or revision
of an existing ordinance was an autonomous policy choice made by local governments. Second, regarding
policy, local governments referred to other municipalities, invited experts, or had cross-departmental re-
views. It also became apparent that the enactment process of local ordinances and the revision process of
existing local ordinances were not based on factional political maneuvers. Finally, regarding the enact-

ment and revision of new ordinances, heads of local governments were somewhat indifferent.



