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Hazing and Harassment in French Higher Education Institutions

Naoko ICHIKAWA

Abstract

The main purpose of this paper is to provide an overview of the issue of hazing and harassment in
French Higher Education Institutions. The author also examines the countermeasures that have been put
in place according to the French legal framework.

Three cases of hazing and harassment as presented in the media were analyzed. The first case in-
volved forced over-drinking and humiliation initiation tactics against new students. In addition to drawing
attention to the fact that hazing is unlawful, the Ministry of Higher Education has also implemented a
code of conduct charter that university student association members are now required to follow. The sec-
ond case was one of sexual harassment of female students by male teachers, who were found to have
abused their faculty status. In response to this, the Ministry now requires all universities to implement
harassment prevention measures. The third case examined psychological and moral harassment among
university staff and faculty. A general definition of moral harassment is defined under French law, and
the courts have worked to enforce it with a view to improve the health and safety of all university staff
and faculty.

Finally, all three of these cases of hazing and harassment were found to be prohibited under the

French Criminal Code, which legislates that all citizens are entitled to respect and value.





