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From Provider of Knowledge to Collaborator:
The Role of Specialists in Cultural Policy

Masaomi TSUCHIYA

Abstract

What role should specialists play in the field of cultural policy? The author analyzed Rapid Rural
Appraisal (RRA) methodology and excavation of Nojiri Lake in Nagano Prefecture, and discovered that
during the 1950s-1960s rural development specialists and academics tended disseminate their knowledge
local participants on projects without collaboration. However, since the 1970s, specialists have been in-
volving the local citizenry more directly in collaborative projects. Is this because specialists in cultural
policy have been instructed to collaborate with locals? In recent years, the necessity of qualifications for
excavation surveys is being debated, and these circumstances, it is necessary to question the of role spe-

cialist in cultural policy as well as the ideals and future direction of the discipline itself.

Keywords: Citizen participatory excavation survey, PRA, Role of experts, Buried cultural property admin-

istration





