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Two Principles in human nature reign;
Self-love, to urge, and Reason, to restrain;
Nor this a good, nor that a bad we call,
Each works its end, to move or govern all:
And to their proper operation still,

Ascribe all Good; to their improper, Ill.
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Self-love, the spring of motion, acts the soul;
Reason’s comparing balance rules the whole.
Man, but for that, no action could attend,
And, but for this, were active to no end....

(EOM, 1I 53-62)V
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Modes of Self-love the Passions we may call;
’Tis real good, or seeming, moves them all....

(EOM, 11 93-4)
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On life’s vast ocean diversely we sail,
Reason the card, but Passion is the gale....

(EOM, 11 107-8)
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As with cold lips I kiss’d the sacred veil,
The shrines all trembled, and the lamps grew pale:
Heav’n scarce believ’d the conquest it survey’d,
And Saints with wonder heard the vows I made.
Yet then, to those dread altars as I drew,
Not on the Cross my eyes were fix’d, but you;
Not grace, or zeal, love only was my call,
And if I lose thy love, I lose my all.
(ElAb, 111-8)
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Ah no! instruct me other joys to prize,
With other beauties charm my partial eyes,
Full in my view set all the bright abode,

And make my soul quit Abelard for God.
(ElAb, 125-8)
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Assist me heav’n! but whence arose that pray’r?
Sprung it from piety, or from despair?

(ELAb, 179-80)
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Oh come! oh teach me nature to subdue,

Renounce my love, my life, my self——and you.
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Fill my fond heart with God alone, for he
Alone can rival, can succeed to thee.

(ELAb, 203-6)
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Come Abelard! for what hast thou to dread?
The torch of Venus burns not for the dead;
Nature stands check’d ; Religion disapproves;
Ev’n thou art cold——yet Eloisa loves.
Ah hopeless, lasting flames! like those that burn
To light the dead, and warm th’ unfruitful urn.
(ElAb, 257-62)
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Once like thy self, I trembled, wept, and pray’d,
Love’s victim then, tho’ now a sainted maid :
But all is calm in this eternal sleep;

Here grief forgets to groan, and love to weep,
Ev’n superstition loses ev’ry fear:

For God, not man, absolves our frailties here.

(EIAb, 311-6)
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Oh Happiness! our being’s end and aim!
Good, Pleasure, Ease, Content! whate’er thy name:
That something still which prompts th’ eternal sigh,

For which we bear to live, or dare to die....

(EOM, 1V 1-4)
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Wise is her present; she connects in this
His greatest Virtue with his greatest Bliss,
At once his own bright prospect to be blest,
And strongest motive to assist the rest.
Self-love thus push’d to social, to divine,
Gives thee to make thy neighbour’s blessing thine.
(EOM, 1V 349-54)
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The bliss of Man (could Pride that blessing find)
Is not to act or think beyond mankind;
No pow’rs of body or of soul to share,
But what his nature and his state can bear.

(EOM, 1 189-92)
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Fortune her gifts may variously dispose,
And these be happy call’d, unhappy those;
But Heav’n’s just balance equal will appear,
While those are plac’d in Hope, and these in Fear:
Not present good or ill, the joy or curse,
But future views of better, or of worse.

(EOM, 1V 67-72)
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To each unthinking being, Heav’n a friend,
Gives not the useless knowledge of its end:
To Man imparts it; but with such a view
As, while he dreads it, makes him hope it too:
The hour conceal’d, and so remote the fear,
Death still draws nearer, never seeming near.
Great standing miracle! that Heav’n assign’d
Its only thinking thing this turn of mind.

(EOM, 111 71-8)
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See! the sole bliss Heav’n could on all bestow ;
Which who but feels can taste, but thinks can know....

(EOM, 1V 327-8)
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