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Picture and book remain,
An acre of green grass

For air and exercise,

Now strength of body goes;
Midnight, an old house
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Where nothing stirs but ‘a mouse.

KEN HOHK QRNNEEOY 5007 DOKY 15K QHAY VR um TREQR] QI 4 W
fe<2" HMEVOOVv<EQIMEORMY e VEH N VO<ENEEe2Q V20 [HIR] & ] MEL
W 250° 1 ERN S L) SR AT S o 3R T 506 @ SR PEANRS Y 500 THI5kK) -» [
) 2" 2N R<LIE " HQIERQHAVEEOLGEEVOY 5004 IRELHO W LVET DRIV
<&%A@@$ﬁﬁbmimfﬁaﬁ%%_@ﬁﬁ;ﬁwm@&mﬁaoc:z%A AR © AR B o)
510 £ Q Hn N O REAOREA” 1) QR | QIR UHKAO D Q i MR 0 D MIRR M HE ST 5
@k65ﬂoUL6\%&Em:Lf%@%L<ﬁbfbéié&‘it@%%f%m5i5&7ye¢7

3’6



35 )

L2470 [—=—H—DEH | o2 T

218

3N DI NE DT 5107 A Sl
HoRdv2QN VU020 NEHONERH | I ORI E ¢ V8OV WO OHE IO (U Qo
<EHHE (&) T THIRY T#)D ROE<VODN (R IR -IQBK N HE Q0

My temptation is quiet

Here at life’s end

Neither loose imagination,
Nor the mill of the mind
Consuming its rag and bone,
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Can made the truth known.
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A poet, when he is growning old, will ask himself if he cannot keep his mask and his vision without new

(=)
bitterness, new disappointment.
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Surely, he may think, now that I have found vision and mask I need not suffer any longer. He will buy
perhaps some small old house, where, like Ariosto, he can dig his garden, and think that in the return of
birds and leaves, or room and sun, and in the evening flight of the rocks he may discover rhythm and
pattern like those in sleep and so never awake out of vision. Then he will remember Wordsworth wither-
ing into eighty years, honoured and empty-witted, and climb to some waste room and find, forgotten there

()
by youth, some bitter crust.
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Could he if he would, knowing how frail his vigour from youth up, copy Landor who lived loving and

hating, ridiculous and unconquered, into extreme old age, all lost but the favour of his Muse ?
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The Mother of the Muses, we are thought,
Is Memory, she has left me, they remain,

()
And shake my shoulder, urging me to sing.
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All unity is from the Mask, and the antithetical Mask is described in the automatic script as a “ form

created by passion to unite us to ourselves ”, the self so sought in that Unity of Being compared by Dante

. ) (o)
in the Convito to that of “a perfectly proportioned human body .
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Grant me an old man’s frenzy,
Mysely must 1 remake

Till I am Timon and Lear

Or That William Blake
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Who beat upon the wall
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Till Truth obeyed his call,
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A mind Michael Angelo knew
That can pierce the clouds,

Or inspired by frenzy

Shake the dead in their shrouds,
Forgotten else by mankind

)
An old man’s eagle mind.
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I think that two conceptions, that of reality as a congeries of beings, that of reality as a single being,
alternate in our emotion and in history, and must always remain something that human reason, because
subject always to one or the other, cannot reconcile. I am always, in all I do, driven to a moment which

is the realisation of myself as unique and free, or to a moment which is the surrender to God of all that
I am.

..................

Could those two impulses, one as much a part of truth as the other, be reconciled, or if one or the other
=
could prevail, all life would cease.
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