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The Sihalavatthupakarana

' Sod6 Mori

- A.P. Buddhadatta, ed.: Sihalavatthupakarana, Sri Lanka (Ceylon),
1959, xiii & 176 pp. - ‘ | . |

T hié is an ancient colllection of Buddhist legends written 'in the
Pali language in Sinhalese letters. It is the oldest one of its kind in
Ceylon, but it also contains some of the legends of India. As it contains
various historical ‘episodes, it is also a valuable document in the histories

of Ceylon and India. It consists of 77 legends in all divided into 2
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parts, which I named the principal and thév sequel. ‘
Through the colophones which are found only in the principal
part, this 'part is known to have been collected in 'South India by a
Buddhist monk named Dhammadinna (or Dhammanandi). The sequel
‘was added later in Ceylon by an ﬁnknown persbn. By the proper narﬁes
appearing in the work, it can be assumed that the former part .Was .
compiled at the end of the 2nd century B.C. or in the beginning .of
the 1st century B.C, and the latter part in the 4th century A.D..
‘The manuscripts of the work seem to have been preserved for a long
time primarily in Burma, but they were published recently in Ceylon.
A thorough comparison shows that some legends of the Sihalavatthu
resemble some descriptioné founds in the so-called - Vamsakathas in
- Ceylon, such as the Dipavamsa and the Mahavamsa and the Mahavamsa-
Zika, as well as some descriptions found in the Pali Atthakathas, such
:as the Visuddhimagga. ‘This suggests that at le‘as.t. some of the sources .
of the Silia,lqvatthu\ are the same as those 6f the Vamsakathas and the
Atthakathas. These Sources aré generally cosidered to be what are
called the Old Sihala Atthakathas, i.e., the Sihala-Afthakathd of Ma-
havamsa, the Maha-Atthakatha (or Mila-Atthakathd) and others. At
least we can say that the content of the Sikalavatthu is similar in part
to Pali works of ancient times. ‘ |
We are able to find iﬁ the text many known proper names, chiefly -
those of Ceylon. Some of the informations supplied about them agree
with what we .already knew, but some was previously unknown. The -
former supports and stren)gthens our present knowledge ; the latter, like
the many unknown proper names mentioned below, adds something_
entirely new. Some portions of the collection have no identity in content

with any part of the Pali works already known. The collection also
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contains many proper names which can not be 1dent1ﬁed even by
consulting Dr. G.P. Malalasekera’s chtzorzary of Pali Proper Names,.
which is the largest one of its kind. . Th1s means that some parts of’
the Sihalavatthu were drawn from sources independent of those of the:
known Pali works. Some of these sources mlght be oral narratlons
Unt11 recently, we have had no notable researches on this Work ands
no translations into any modern language except a Sinhalese partial
translatlon by Rev. A.P. Buddhadatta the editor of the present editiom:
under consideration. But of late I have published a few papers in Japa--
nese and a Japanese translation with notes of some of the legends..
T hey are as follows :—
1) “On the Szhalavattlmpakamna” (FED 3 2B Prge) or The Journal
of Indzan and Buddhist Studies, vol. XXI, part 1, Tokyo, 1972).
2) “Some Documental Characteristics of the Szhalavatthupakarana >
1 v B&{A»}&———dﬂﬁ LRGN aimE—1 or The Indian Thought
and Buddhism—

A Felicitation Volume presented to Prof. Dr. Hujime
Nakamura on his 60th Bzrtkday——— Tokyo, 1973).

3) “The Sahassavatthupakarana found in the Mahavamsa tzka” (FEmw
s ) #eEpge s or The Journal of Indian and Buddhist Studies, vol. XXIL,.
part. 1, “Tokyo, 1973) '

Although this paper does not discuss the Szhalavatthu in detaﬂ .
there are some references to it.

4) “A Japanese Translat1on and Notes of the Szhalavatthupakaranar

(I
or The Journal of Soto Sect Researchers vol. 5, Tokyo, 1973)

2

/\

The present artlcle in ]apanese in this J ournal is also a Japanese:
translat1on, with notes and an 1ntroductory essay, of the 3 legends:

followmg the above, Whlch is entitled as follows —
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D) “A Japanese Translation and Notes of the Sihalavatthupakarana
(II)—Chapter 1, Story Nos. 3+4 + 5—,

(I note here with much appreciation that Dr. Mrs. Noriko Mizuta Lippit,
sAssociate Professor of our University kindly improved my originai draft in
English,) '



