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. Notes on Kanzoé Uchimura (No. 8) |

Mototeru Iwaya

Another attempt to get to the core of the comments on the Bible
by Kanzé Uchimura (1861~1930), one of the most popular Christian
. preachers Japan kas ever had. ‘ '

Part 1: Taking up his comments on the 1st Section of the 5th
Chapter of the Epistle to 'the Romans we have made it clear. that his
comments, Wanderlng far from the contents of the Eplstle show, as
usual, his extreme subjectiveness and waywardness. He qays for
instance, the 1st Section of the 5th Chapter is the repetition of all the
previous chapters. Does anyone agree W1th h1m—anyone who has read
the teth carefully ? At the begmmnq of the 5th Chapter, St. Paul says
“As we are now made just by our belief in Jesus, we are at peace with
-God through Lord Jesus.” Where are all the previous chapters repeated?

In the 4th Chapter. as everyone knows, the belief of Abraham is extollgd
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as a model of the perfect belief. St. Paul does not refer to the name
of Lord Jesus except in the last few lines, which are put the_re just
like a drop of oil on the surface of water. How could Uchimura,
conclude. the 1st Section of the 5th Chapter to b‘e the repetition
of the previous ones ? ' |

Then we present another question as to whether or not the applause
“of Abraham, who was not a Christian, leads to the denial of Christi.anity,
quoting Uchimura’s “declaration” to the effect that he would rather be
a man like those Japanese sages, none of them ‘a Christian, of whom
he had written some biographies,- than be a Christian as he was. Isn't
this declaration extraordinarily drastic, set forth by a man who gave
sermons all his life, telling the people that man could not be made really

‘happy except by his belief in the death of crucified Jesus Christ?

Part 2: Here we take up his comments on the Section 12 of the
same ‘Chapter. Regarding Adam as the representative of human race,
he tries to show Why we are punished by God and driven away out of
the Paradise or doomed to death, without doing anything wrong. His
interpretation of the word “representative” seems to be too absurd'-for
us to accept.

We want to know what “Adam” is, what the “Paradise of Eden”
stands for, what the "‘driving away out of the Paradise” means, what
the meaning of “degredation”, and so on, but, strange enough, Uchimura
does not refer to those questions at all. }

The story of Adam and Eve driven out of the Paradise is no doubt
-a kind of _“maerehen,” but anybody can put into it the deepestl meaning
“of life he has found thrdugh his experiences. We can see by the mean-

ing he puts into it, what kind of man he is, how deep and sincere his -
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belief in life is. Uchimura, however, has put into it almost nothing to

our disappointment.



