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O Rocky Voice,
Shall we in that great night rejoice?
What do we know but that we face
One another in this place?
But hush, for I have lost the theme,
Its joy or night seem but a dream;
Upon there some hawk or owl has struck,
Dropping out of sky or rock,
A Stricken rabbit is crying out,
And its cry distracts my thought. (11, 39-48)
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But when I think of that my tongue’s a stone.
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The intellect of man is forced to choose
Perfection of the life, or of the work,
And if it take the second must refuse

A heavenly mansion, raging in the dark:

What all that story’s finished, what’s the news?
In luck or out the toil has left its mark:
That old perplexity an empty purse,

Or the day’s vanity, the night’s remorse.
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