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Landscapes in the Mekong Delta, Vietnam

Takashi SAITO

Abstract

The Mekong, the largest river in the Southeast Asia, makes the largest river mouth
delta of the Southeast Asia in the southernmost part of Vietnam. Topographically, the
Mekong Delta is very flat and the elevation at the Cambodian border, 250 kilometers from
the mouth, does not exceed 4 meters above sea level. It is covered mostly by paddy fields
and low natural levees are utilized for planting fruit trees. The river forks into two
branches at Phnom Penh and they branch out more streams; numberless canals, wide and
narrow, run over the Delta and the bus going south from Ho Chi Minh City (Saigon)
crossed a canal every five minutes. The only bridge crossing the main stream of the Me-
kong in Vietnam, which was completed in 2000 in the west of Vinh Long City, is considered
to have changed the economy and culture of the 17 million inhabitants. The Mangrove
forests fringing the coast of the Delta, which were once badly damaged by chemicals dur-
ing the war time, looked recovering through international cooperative afforestation pro-
jects of recent years.





