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{(Summary)
An Era of Women's Poetry in China: Transformation and Development in the New Era

Lin Qi*
Chinese literature stepped into another prosperous era in the 1980s, when humanistic concerns
became the main theme in chinese society. In the works of contemporary woman poets of China,
we can see that feminine consciousness has awakened, just like the case of Japan in postwar
period. New women's is exemplified by the poetry of Shu Ting, whose romantic reflection upon
life is clearly marked by an awakened female subjectivity. The poetry in the era can be divided
into three categories represented by three poets. The first category represented by Yi Lei, whose
poetry tries to dismantle herself and deconstructs traditional understanding of woman. Zhai
Yongming is the major poet of the third category, whose extraordinary insights disclose the
most inner experience of women. These three categories can be read as three stages of
transformation which correspond to Elaine Showalter's three steps of development in feminist
consciousness. Although women's movements have never taken place in China and Japan in the
same manner as it did in America, there are many similar aspects in the way how women come

to reflect their gender awareness.
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