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1. PFrom womanish. (Opp. Of “girlish,” ie. frivolous,
irresponsible, not serious.) A black feminist or feminist of
color. From the black folk expression of mothers to female
children, “You acting womanish,” i.e., like a woman. ...

2. Also: A woman who loves other women, sexually and/or

nonsexually. Appreciates and prefers women’s culture,
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women’s emotional flexibility (values tears as natural
counterbalance of laughter), and women’s strength.
Sometimes loves individual men, sexually and/or nonsexually.
Committed to survival and wholeness of entire people, male
and female. Not a separatist, except periodically, for health.
Traditionally universalist, ...

3. Loves music. Lobes dance. Loves the moon. Loves the Spirit.
Loves love and food and roundness, Loves struggle. Loves the
Folk. Loves herself. Regardless.

4. Womanist is to feminist as purple to lavender. (xi-xii)
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