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Some Consideration on the Perspective of

Japanese Economic History Studies on Consumption
— Veblen and Baudrillard as Reference Axes —

Satoshi KAWAMURA

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to seek a new perspective on Veblen and Baudrillard as a
reference axis for the interests related to consumption, which have been studied in the field of
Japanese economic history in recent years. The discussion explaining the rise in consumption
has evolved from focusing on being expensive to consuming symbols that require differentia-
tion. However, the debate over the consumption of symbols was not based on historical inter-
est. It is important to consider the characteristics of an era where individual consumption de-
velops in the high growth period and the subsequent era. Nevertheless, it is not possible to
think of the whole picture of the era only for consumption. It will be important to understand
the characteristics of the service industry that works directly with others, as well as the strat-
egies of companies that create demand. The analysis of the industrial history of the service in-

dustry is an issue for the future.





