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Measuring the Generic Skills of
University Students with the PROG test:

Results from a Questionnaire Survey on Literacy and Competency

Shunsuke SAKAMOTO

Abstract

This study measured the generic skills (universal skills required in society) of university
students using the PROG test and then evaluated the levels of their literacy and competency
and the various abilities that compose them, with particular attention to changes with grade.
For example, the ability to analyze information as a component of literacy was remarkably
low in the first and second graders, but increased significantly in the third and fourth graders,
suggesting that it may improve through university classes and job hunting experiences. In ad-
dition, competency tended to improve steadily with grades as a whole, compared to literacy,

and the growth in interpersonal skills, which consisted of affinity, collaboration, and leader-

ship, was particularly large.





