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A Research Review on Game IP Expansion Strategies Utilizing
the Metaverse

Sijia CHEN, Shikato KAMIMURA

Abstract

This study aims to systematically review prior research on the integration of the metaverse and
game IP, clarifying theoretical issues and research gaps by providing a comprehensive overview
across the domains of technology, user experience (UX), and institutional design. The study first
examines the evolution of definitions and structural components of the metaverse, then categorizes and
analyzes research related to UX design, virtual economies based on NFTs and blockchain, educational
applications, and discussions on ethical risks. It further identifies three central axes of debate: (1)
technological optimism versus social concerns, (2) economic value versus social value, and (3) UX-
centered design versus institutional and structural approaches. Unresolved challenges such as the lack
of theoretical frameworks for spatial co-creation and the insufficient empirical examination of AI-NFT
integration are also highlighted. This review, through the integrated reorganization of fragmented prior
studies, contributes to establishing an academic foundation for research on metaverse and game IP
integration.

Keywords: Metaverse, Game [P, UX Design, NFT, Story-driven Experience, User-participatory
Governance, Institutional Design
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