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Transition of the Roof on Shurijo Castle Seiden

Ryota Ishii

Abstract

Shurijo Castle Seiden was main shrine and the royal seat of the Ryukyu Kingdom. In
this paper I study about the transition of the roof of Shurijo Castle Seiden using various
materials such as excavated remains, literature, photographs, and drawn pictures.

Shurijo Castle’s history is divided to ten stages and gradually expands to the west.
Seiden was initially roofed with Kyusyu style clay rooftile, but eventually changed to
wooden tile and from the 17th century it became a mixture of clay rooftiles of various
colors, mainly gray and brown. Red clay rooftiles gradually began to be roofed in the 18th
century, and occupied more than half by the 19th century.

Keywords: Ryukyu Islands, Shurijo Castle Seiden, roof, rooftile
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