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Examining the Effects of Off-the-Pitch Activity
on Competitiveness in a College Soccer Team

Takeshi Tokairin

Abstract
This paper examines the relationship between the development of competitiveness in
university soccer players and their off-the-pitch activities. We interviewed seven students
regarding their participation in an event to experience blind soccer organized by their
university soccer team and analyzed their responses utilizing the SCAT method. Through

this analysis, four constructs were determined: “Relationship with the outside (general

” o« ” o«

society),” “empathy for others,” “significance of blind soccer,” and “relationship with and
influence on their soccer.” Participation in this off-the-pitch event appeared to have im-
proved the quality of communication between students and elicited independent thought
and action. It is suggested that these traits are essential for success in playing soccer and

impact the results of the university soccer team as a whole.

Keywords: sport spatial theory, blind soccer, collectivity, SCAT method





