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How well do College Students Understand Basic Knowledge?
A Study Based on the Short Quizzes in Freshman Class

Masato Ono

Abstract

This paper considers the basic academic ability of university students by analyzing
the basic knowledge test of mathematics and social studies, conducted in the freshman
class of the Faculty of Business Administration of Josai University. As a result of analyz-
ing the test results for 8 years, the following points became clear. (1) Students with less
than half the correct answer rate of questions account for 24.1% in mathematics and 19.6%
in social studies. (2) The percentage of correct answers is low for “median and compound
interest calculations” of mathematics and “Japanese high economic growth period, divi-
dends, foreign currency” of social studies. These students may not understand themes that
are rarely used in daily learning and life. (3) In the second retest, the percentage of correct
answers has improved significantly, and it could be interpreted that the student has forgot-
ten how to solve the problem rather than lack of basic knowledge. (4) It is found that
there is a possibility that the remedial education, which is operated by compensating for
the lack of basic knowledge and focusing on the review of “regaining the forgotten

knowledge”, will lead to the improvement of educational management.

Keywords: college student, achievement decline, achievement survey, basic education, remedial

teaching





