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Analysis of human bones excavated from
the First Kofun of Yagii Ruins

Saito Takuya, Ishii Ryota, Abe Tsuneki

Abstract

Analysis of human bones, artifacts, and research materials from the time revealed that
the human bones excavated from the Yagii ruins in Kumagaya city, Saitama were a mass
grave that was built from the medieval period to the early modern period. In Saitama
Prefecture, cases of kofun being reused in later generations are only recorded in individual
excavation survey reports.

As Junya Sakurai raised the question of how ruins and relics from the “past” have been
recognized and used in later generations, and mentioned examples of the reuse of kofun, in
this paper by collecting Similar examples in Saitama prefecture, we have shown that kofun
were also recognized as monuments, and from the medieval period they began to be used
for rituals such as sutra mounds, and from the 14th century onward, they began to be used
as burial grounds by the powerful classes. We have also shown that in the early modern
period, the reuse of the Setoyama kohun Group and the Kawakado kohun Group, including

this example, had spread to the common people.

Keywords: Yagii ruins, Kumagaya City, Kofun, tombs, medieval times, early modern times





