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Issues and the Expansion of Policies on
Accepting Foreign Care Workers into Japan

Yang YU

Abstract

In recent years, the problem of a labor shortage in the elderly care industry in Japan has been at-
tracting attention. According to a data from the Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare, it is estimated that
the supply-demand gap for care workers in 2025 will be about 377,000. Accordingly, the Japanese govern-
ment has begun promoting several policies on accepting foreign care workers to solve the labor shortage
issue in the area of long-term care, and by the end of 2019, four methods and policies for accepting foreign
care workers had been implemented. In this paper, the author first grasped the background and actual
situation of the shortage of care workers in the long-term care industry. The policy process for accepting
foreign care workers the issues pertaining to each were then examined. It is suggested that encouraging
support and the promotion of welfare education among foreign students is the best way to deal with the
care-worker labor shortage problem.

Keywords: Labor Shortage in the Elderly Care Industry, Foreign Care Workers, EPA (Economic
Partnership Agreement), Technical Intern Training Program for Foreigners, Specified Skilled
Worker





