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Academic Freedom and Prevention Measures Against
Sexual Harassment in France

Naoko ICHIKAWA

Abstract

The main purpose of this paper is to outline prevention measures implemented by French
Universities to tackle the issue of sexual harassment between teachers against students. The academic
freedom of professors in their research and teaching activities is a fundamental principle recognized by
the laws of Republic, as defined by the Constitutional Council. However, female students who complain of
being harassed by male teachers are attacked for doing so. Students have demand action and began
participating in university councils in order to achieve prevention measures against sexual harassment. A
few universities have developed sexual harassment guidelines, although Paris Diderot University has gone
a step further and has established a gender equality center that provides faculty and students with
assistance through a third-party agency. It has also expanded its system to deal with harassment to
hospitals that have connections with its medical school. However, some feel that the academic freedom of

professors has become too restricted due to changes in university policy that emphasize gender equality.

Keywords: France, university, independence of professor, participation, equality between men and women,

gender, sexual harassment





