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The Tendency for Vulnerable People to be Excluded
from Disaster Utopia in Disasters

Tomoki IIZUKA

Abstract

This paper examines why vulnerable people are excluded from the phenomena of “disaster utopia”
following disasters, focusing on the difference between the vulnerable and non-vulnerable. An example of
vulnerable people are women, persons with disabilities and foreigners. Disaster Utopia means a
community in which strangers cooperate and work together to find new roles for themselves in times of
adversity. The characteristics of disaster utopia are closing practices, non-tolerance, and homogeneity.
However, the reality is that a different form of disaster utopia takes place in vulnerable groups. This
paper examines how women, the disabled, and foreigners become vulnerable during times of disaster, and

what support mechanisms are offered.

Keywords : Vulnerable people, disaster utopia, gender equality, welfare for persons with disabilities,

multicultural coexistence





