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A Report on Japanese Language Support for
JSL Elementary and Junior-High Students Studying at
Local Schools During the Covid-19 Pandemic:
March 2020 Through December 2021

Kuniko MOCHIMARU

Abstract

This is a report on a Japanese language support initiative for JSL elementary and junior-high school
students who study at local Japanese schools during the Covid-19 pandemic. The report begins by
outlining the establishment of a volunteer Japanese language organization, before discussing how the
organization supported JSL students between March 2020 and December 2021. A pair of episodes during
the pandemic revealed fundamental issues for JSL students. The first is, students without Japanese
nationality have no legal right to receive compulsory education in Japan. The second is that irrationally
higher number of JSL students are enrolled in special needs classes compared to native Japanese students.

The report finishes by outlining some advice regarding handling future migrants” schooling in Japan.

Keywords : Covid-19, JSL (Japanese as a Second Language) students, Japanese language support,

compulsory education, immigrants





