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Building a related population through mutual assistance
— Creating a place to hang out after school and the future in a few years —

Tomomi Yanagisawa

Abstract
Currently, the number of students in Japanese elementary schools is said to be decreasing, making it
difficult to engage in ball sports. Additionally, due to safety concerns, the availability of places for children
to play after school is also said to be decreasing. In response to this situation, university students first
started creating after-school hangout spots. They initiated activities where they would join in to play
when there weren't enough people for ball games. Subsequently, in 2023, after more than five years of
effort, the elementary school children who had been playing together became junior high school students
and began participating as volunteers on the university side. This ongoing activity has led to new
initiatives. Now, what is the goal of the third initiative? We aim to discover and discuss new goals and

move forward with them as future initiatives.

Keywords : child’s place, Related population, local community, volunteer





