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The Role of Mutual Aid in Business:
Addressing Local Challenges Through Collaboration

Tomomi YANAGISAWA

Abstract

This paper examines the role of mutual aid societies in addressing issues within local communities.
A mutual aid society is a system in which individuals and organizations collaborate to solve problems that
cannot be resolved through self-help or public assistance alone. These societies also contribute to the
sustainability and stability of economic growth. A report by the Japanese government's Cabinet Office
highlights the importance of fostering a shared sense of crisis and implementing initiatives tailored to local
needs. It emphasizes that mutual support is a critical element for the growth of the Japanese economy.

Businesses also play an important role in the mutual aid organizational model by addressing social
problems and revitalizing local areas through the creation of new entrepreneurial opportunities and
innovation. Successful businesses operating under this model are essential for building sustainable local
communities, where residents take the initiative and leverage local resources effectively. To address local

challenges, it is crucial for various stakeholders to collaborate and develop avenues for mutual support.

Keywords : mutual aid society, local community, mutual support, social issues, sustainable local community





