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From Private to Public Goods:
The Transformation Process from Ruin Enthusiasm
to Industrial Heritage Protection Movements

Masaomi TSUCHIYA

Abstract

This research examines the process by which private hobby activities centered on ruin enthusiasm
transform into public activities of industrial heritage protection, analyzed through the theoretical lens of
the intimate sphere and public sphere. Drawing on the case of NPO J-heritage, this study empirically
establishes that enthusiast communities interface with the public sphere when three conditions are met:
(1) egalitarianism, (2) normative structures, and (3) accessibility. Furthermore, it demonstrates how
collaboration between local communities and governmental bodies becomes institutionalized through third-
party actor mediation. The findings illuminate the catalytic function of enthusiasts within the “virtuous
cycle of conservation and utilization” framework mandated by Japan’s Cultural Tourism Promotion Act,

offering theoretical insights for citizen-participatory cultural policy formation.

Keywords : Ruin enthusiasm, Intimate sphere, Public sphere, Cultural tourism, Heritagization





