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Cross-Faculty Project-Based Learning and Its Impact on
University Students’ Generic Skills:
A Case Study of “Golden Kabosu Yokan”

Junta Ito, Keiya Tabe

Abstract

This paper examines the changes in generic skills of university students before and after
their participation in a cross-faculty project-based learning (PBL) initiative. This PBL project
was a collaboration between the Faculty of Pharmaceutical Sciences and the Faculty of
Business Administration at Josai University. The project centered on the planning and
development of a new Yokan (a traditional Japanese sweet bean jelly), conducted in
cooperation with Ogano Town Hall and Kinoshita Seian Co.

Department of Clinical Dietetics and Human Nutrition Students focused on examining the
ingredients and adjusting the taste and texture of the Yokan. Faculty of Business
Administration Students conducted market research and proposed product names and
package designs. Students who participated in the project underwent two tests to measure
their generic skills, one before and one after the project. The results showed significant
improvements in specific skill areas:

@ Clinical Dietetics and Human Nutrition Students: Showed significant improvements in

“conceptualization skills.”
® Business Administration Students: Showed significant improvements in “problem-finding

skills” and “emotional control skills.”

This study highlights the positive impact of interdisciplinary PBL projects on the

development of various generic skills among university students.
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