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Theory of signifier in Lacan —on the signifying chain and the position
of subject in “the Instance of the Letter in the
Unconscious or Reason since Freud”—

KAWASAKI Soichi

In this paper, I want to make clear the lacanian theory of signifier in the view of
the signifying chain and the position of subject. The signifer has its sense in the
signifying chain, in the relation to other signifiers. The subject in the lacanian theory
is not ego, the imaginary construction, but the unconscious subject, which is the real
subject. Lacan divides the subject of enunciated and that of enunciation. The subject of
enunciation is the true subject and is approached through signifiers. This doesn’t
mean that the subject is independent from signifiers. The subject, in the lacanian
theory, is the effect of signifiers, and to approach it is possible only through signifiers
retroactively. In this sense, the famous lacanian thesis, “the unconscious is structured
as a language”, must be understood in the literal sense.
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