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A more dismal sight could hardly have been imagined. We wandered through room after room,
through corridors, reception halls, women’ s apartments, through the servant’ s quarters
through a perfect labyrinth of buildings, which were in a state of indescribable dilapidation.
The palace could not have been inhabited for years. Every article of ornament had been removed;
the paintings on the frieze—a favourite decoration with the Japanese and Liu—kiuans—had been
torn down, or were invisible from dust and age. A few half-rotten mats lay here and there, but
the floors were for the most part bare, and full of holes, which, combined with the rottenness
of the planks, rendered our exploration a rather perilous proceeding. In all directions the
woodwork had been torn away for firewood, and an occasional ray of light from above showed that
the roof was in no better condition than the rest of the building. (Guillemard, F. H. H.
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